
EAST SECTION

WEST SECTION

DMZ demilitarized zone
Battle of the Bulge

VORTEX 2015 // team 19
le-bryant bell, peiwen deng, ben glor, robbie hampton, matt johnson, 
peter kempson, christine nguyen, elizabeth o’brien, juwan palmer, cat 
smith, todd stovall, rachelle trahan, with charlie menefee

PROJECT NARRATIVE
Charlottesville has long been the site of a ceaseless struggle between the forces 
of The University and The City. This con�ict ends now, the two brought to the 
table by the power of nature. 

Breaking through and reclaiming the land, water clears away the detritus 
littered between Ivy and the Rail Road, cleanses the �eld surrounding Memorial 
gym, and breathes new life into the area. The once piercing demarcation lines of 
Emmett, Ivy, and University are reduced from boarders carved in stone to simple 
paths through an urban forest. Centered on a roundabout this Demilitarized 
Zone extends out, fading into the surrounding landscape as it invites the world 
in. 

Coming together around this point the city and the school blend together into 
a single existence extending up Emmett to the Barracks Center to reconnect 
North Grounds and main campus.  The roundabout pulls tra�c down past 
Memorial Gym to Scott Stadium for a new sports complex. This �ow is joined, 
uninterrupted, by tra�c from 250 coming into the City of Charlottesville, 
whether they’re visiting the campus or traveling all the way to the Downtown 
Mall. The continuous movement of tra�c is matched by pedestrians and cyclists 
along the elevated walkway, plugging into the new urban fabric and old 
topography.

Rather than a “No-Man’s Land,” this is a vibrant community living, working, 
studying, and relaxing together.  Historic Memorial Gym, renovated as a 
Scholastic and Civic Center following, commemorating the peace treaty signed 
there, anchors this new development, dedicated to the mediation of the 
University of Virginia and the City of Charlottesville. Students come together not 
only with professors but also community members as commercial units are 
interspersed into educational areas and crowned with student, faculty, and sta� 
residences. These labs, studios, libraries, and lecture halls harmoniously co-exist 
with commercial and gastronomic locales helping to build a community that 
any and everyone would want to be a part of.  Nature arbitrates this peace 
through an outdoor wetlands classroom, with paths that allow learning, 
adventure, and discovery, �elds for organized and unorganized recreation, and 
plazas for informal gathering spaces.

War is over, now is the time for peace.

1 THIS IS WAR
Fighting continues 
over land and place...

2 WHAT IS THIS PLACE?
This rift leaves a lack of 
identity

3 A NEW DMZ 
An urban forest de�nes
 a neutral zone for all 
residence of the 
Charlotteville Comunity
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